
1Preparing for Your Exams 

 

 

Preparing for Your Exams
 
� The examination questions are designed to be appropriate for the vast majority of 

candidates.  Strong candidates would have something to test them.  The weak 
candidates would have some questions that they could display what they could do.  
Most candidates would be able to find the required number of questions on which 
they could make some progress, at least. 

Know 
Your 

Strength 

� Weak Candidates – those likely to be awarded pass grades or lower.  You are 
advised to select the topics that you are most comfortable with and drill yourself on 
the procedures for solving those topics only.  The selected topics should represent 
about half of the required syllabus.  You may wish to seek the advice of your 
teachers or tutors on the choice of topics.  You should then be stronger in the 
selected topics instead of being generally weak in all topics.  Your chances of 
receiving a pass or better grades would be much higher. 

� Average Candidates – those likely to be awarded credit grades but would find 
difficulties getting distinction grades.  You are advised to practise yourself on the 
procedures for solving questions on all the topics of the required syllabus.  Provided 
that you manage your time well, it should not be difficult for you to get credit grades.  
If you are able to get full marks for your answers to the standard questions, i.e. you 
make little or no careless mistakes, you may even get distinction grades. 

� Strong Candidates – those likely to be awarded distinction grades.  You should 
want to note that most past papers contained non-standard questions or parts of 
questions which the strongest candidates found difficult to solve.  Unless you are 
awarded full marks for your answers to the standard questions, you will need the 
marks from these questions to make distinction grades.  Besides familiarising 
yourself on the procedures for solving questions on the required syllabus, you are 
advised to research on the topics rather more deeply, looking at aspects that are less 
straight forward.  Be prepared to meet questions containing new ideas with 
determination and thoughts, thinking up your own method of attacking the problem.  
Be creative. 

� Sciences and Mathematics cannot be studied without lots of practice.  As each topic 
is being taught or discussed, practise applying the concepts and the procedures for 
solving questions on it. 

Revision 

� In addition to the questions given in the class, practise on questions from past exam 
papers.  The more familiar you are with typical exam questions, the more confident 
you will feel when you see the questions in your exam papers on the exam day. 

� When the exams are nearer, establish when each paper is scheduled and draw up a 
revision schedule.  Prepare the schedule at least a month before the exam.  Allow 
time in the schedule to attend any remaining classes and to complete all assignments 
due. 

� Proceed to organise for your revision by assembling all your notes, assignments, 
texts and all other information for each subject.  Assess if the material on any topic 
or subject seem inadequate.  Gather more information until you are satisfied that the 
topic or subject is adequately covered. 

� Review the notes for each major topic and reduce them to a one- or few-page 
summary that can be easily reviewed and memorised (if required).  Read proactively 
through all your summaries by making notes in the margins, underlining, 
highlighting where you feel is appropriate – in particular, highlight all the important 
concepts.  (Our study guides are intended as a suitable summaries for the 
corresponding subjects). 
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Sample 
Exam 

� A week or two before the actual exam time and preferably after you have completed 
your revision, test yourself with a sample exam.  Use past papers or sample questions 
from your textbooks or other study material.  Try to test yourself under exam-type 
conditions, i.e. in the set time and in an unfamiliar environment.  After completing a 
sample exam, check your answers against those from your question source.  This 
would allow you to identify areas that you need further revision. 

   

The Day  
Before 

� On the day before your exam, get your admission and identification documents 
together and put them in a place that will be convenient for you in the morning.  
Check your stationeries.  Go over all your summaries (or our study guides) – you 
may be amazed by what stays in your short term memory.   
Have a good night’s sleep. 

 

During The 
Exam 

� First scan through the entire paper to pick out the questions or parts of questions that 
‘appear to be solvable’, observing any rubric restriction on the number of questions.  
Allocate appropriate time to each question, using the marks allocated as a guide. 

� Attempt as many of those questions or parts of questions as possible, starting with 
those you are more comfortable with – you don’t have to answer the questions in 
numerical order.  Questions that are subsequently found to be ‘difficult’ should be 
skipped and returned to later if time allows.  Avoid spending more than the allocated 
time on a question. 

 

The  
Question 

� Read the question carefully.  Some candidates lost marks through not having read the 
questions carefully enough, in particular omitting to answer exactly what the 
question asked, or only giving one answer where two requests were made. 

 

The 
Answer 

� Answer the question.  It is important for candidates to do what the question asks and 
not to answer a different question from the one set.  Too often, when faced with a 
question demanding a qualitative answer, a candidate would write a string of known 
facts about the question and not actually answer the question. 

� Show sufficient workings in calculations to allow credit to be given if something 
goes wrong.  The amount of working and explanation shown in arriving at answers 
should always be appropriate, as indicated by the mark allocation. 

� Attempt all parts of each question which is answered.  A blank space will always 
score zero marks.  Be aware that you do not lose marks by giving answers that are 
wrong or out of context.  Any attempt can be to your advantage.  Make sensible 
comments when something unfamiliar appears.  Many candidates omitted parts that 
were unfamiliar but they would often gain marks if they have attempted an answer. 

� Do remember to give the units for your numerical answers, whenever appropriate.  
The lack of units did cause some candidates to lose an unnecessary number of marks. 

� Pay attention to significant figures.  Round off to the correct number of significant 
numbers (usually three) at the end of the calculation – do not round off after each 
step of the calculation. 

Corrections � The use of ‘liquid paper’ or white paint to obliterate errors has been found to be very 
prevalent in recent examinations.  Unfortunately, many candidates forget to write in 
the intended correction, perhaps intending to do so when the paint is dry. 

� The Examiners have indicated that they are quite happy for incorrect work to be 
neatly crossed out and immediately replaced.  If you must use correction aids, try 
using something that dries immediately, e.g. correction tapes. 

 

Finally � Sciences and Mathematics cannot be studied without lots of practice, starting from 
your first lesson.  Regardless of your strength, consistent practice will increase your 
confidence, help to reduce stress during your exam, and improve your performance. 

� Good Luck ! 
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